
Mission Statement
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
promotes professional and personal growth of 
women educators and excellence in education.

Dear Zeta Tau Sisters: 

There’s a chill in the air, and the stores and malls are all decorated. Holiday Season 
2018 has begun! I’m looking forward to our holiday meeting on December 4, 4:30 
pm at Memorial Drive Christian Church. We’re having a catered meal, so no one must 
work to prepare it; we’re having a speaker from the Spring Branch Family Develop-
ment Center; and we’re going to sing as Terrie has gotten a pianist to be there. And I 
can’t wait to see the pile of learning toys, books, and other products that we will be 
giving to the Spring Branch Family Development Center. I want to thank all of you for 
being willing to help so we could adopt their “Family U” class for 0-3-year-olds and 
their parents. We will be helping to get those infants and toddlers off to a good start.  
That’s a good thing!

Have you gotten your latest copy of DKG News? It’s only delivered digitally now so you 
need to make sure you have a valid email address (personal, not school) on file with 
DKG. I know a few of you have taken care of this, but others still need to. There’s also 
a new Flipbook format that makes reading the newsletter on your device easier. Check 
it out on the DKG website, dkg.org

In the last few years, attendance at and receipts from our auction have been going 
down. We’ve tried moving it to February, rather than November. Still a decline. This 
year, after asking for input, we moved it back to November and tried something new—
a silent auction that allowed both items and services to be auctioned. The trend contin-
ued. So, it’s back to the drawing board, and I’ll be coming back to you for your input 
before we decide about next year.  I need you to think about not only the auction, but 
maybe some other ways we could earn money for our chapter. We have a lot of creative 
and talented ladies in our chapter, so I know we can come up with some good ideas!

As I write this, I’m preparing to travel to Pittsburgh to see my sister, and then to 
Michigan to see the rest of my family for Thanksgiving. I hope wherever you travel this 
holiday season, whether near or far, you have a safe trip, create many lovely memories, 
and get to have some down time with family and friends.  

Diana

Zeta Tau Chapter 163, Area 18,	 
Houston, Texas

Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

Texas State Organization

Vision Statement
Leading Women Educators,  
Impacting Education Worldwide
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https://www.dkg.org


Upcoming Events:
June 20-22  

State Conven-
tion in Arlington

July 17-20  
Southwest Regional 
Conference in Costa 

Mesa, California

October Meeting Highlights
Twenty-six members attended the October 16th meeting at Frostwood Elementary! Short-
ly after commencing the meeting, President Diana Apsey shared the sad news of losing 
our sister Grace Harrington. Mary Ann Slaughter shared some wonderful stories of Grace 
when she worked with her at Pine Shadows. It was heart-warming to hear such wonderful 
things about her.

After minutes were accepted, committee chairs for Treasurer, 
Hospitality, Communications and Legislative gave brief talks 
about their areas. We were provided information folders for 
the up-coming elections and encouraged to contact our legisla-
tors by phone, letter, or email. Program chair Terrie Caldwell 
talked about changes in our upcoming meetings for December 
and January. This year, instead of gift exchange among sisters, 
we’re providing books and toys for young children at the Spring 
Branch Family Development Center. We next sang one verse 
of the DKG song before being treated to a wonderful presentation by Bonnie Moore on 
“Bridging Communication from Us to Them” with an engaging and active format to help 

us communicate across all age groups and gen-
eration types. It was interesting to see that our 
group had individuals in all four types of com-
munication styles and represented almost all age 
groups as well! Way to go Zeta Tau!!

M E E T I N G   C A L E N D A R
Meeting start time @ 4:30 unless noted otherwise

Dec 4:	 Christmas Celebration at Memorial Drive Christian Church;
	 book/toy collection for Spring Branch Family  
	 Development Center

Jan 14:	 New Member Induction @ Taste of Texas

Feb 19:	 Gaming with ASTEF, Service Project

Mar 19:	 ”Fostering a Healthy Mind and Body with Natural
	 Products and Essential Oils” with Sasha and Pam @ Frostwood

Apr 16:	 TBA

May 7:	 Founders’ Day and Birthday Party @ Los Tios

Bonnie Moore presenting

Terrie, Jane, Diana G, Joan (Front); Tabitha  and 
Lori  (Back)

Online Tasks

Access the DKG News 
online by first logging in 
and confirming your email 
is a valid one. Then you 
can go to this page, log-
in if needed, and access 
the digital publications!

For the Flipbook option 
you can do a search for 
“Flipbook” and all publica-
tions with this option will 
show and you can click 
on the Flipbook at the 
left-hand side to view it. 
However, this will work 
only if you have the Flip-
book App on your device.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Memorial+Drive+Christian+Church/@29.7549089,-95.5311327,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640c37aa1d6d159:0x668d40ae7b7fff73!8m2!3d29.7549089!4d-95.528944?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Taste+of+Texas/@29.7828164,-95.5590899,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640c4b4045e4acf:0x4311785cb913d478!8m2!3d29.7828164!4d-95.5569012?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Frostwood+Elementary+School/@29.7640563,-95.5454744,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640c35f4dafc35d:0x5f29f52ca4449416!8m2!3d29.7640563!4d-95.5432857?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Los+Tios+Mexican+Restaurants/@29.7725695,-95.592605,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640db6443606841:0x4a172adaccb6969b!8m2!3d29.7725695!4d-95.5904163?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Publications/Publications-public.aspx


Happy Hour at Ciro’s Italian Grill
Our latest Zeta Tau Happy Hour was held October 30 at Ciro’s Italian Grill.  It was a perfect 
evening for sitting outside, sipping a cool beverage, and 
enjoying the company of others.  There was a beautiful 
breeze and even live music as we talked about Zeta Tau 

membership and programs, great books and trips along with many other topics.  
Best of all in having a couple of hours just to converse, we learned new things 
about our fellow Zeta Tau sisters bringing us all a little closer. We plan to have 
others in the future and hope to see more sisters join us for a little more fun! 

November Meeting & Auction!
The Frostwood Elementary Library was abuzz November 6 with Zeta 
Tau sisters setting up auction items, making bids, and working on 
treat bags for staff and faculty of Northbrook Middle School! There 
were many beautiful items for both  general and holiday use. The auc-
tion this year was silent and everyone had fun browsing through all 
items and services provided and bidding 
against each other for favorites. Sisters 
were also involved in cutting, stringing 

and finishing touches on treat bags for the NMS staff all while enjoying each oth-
ers company and wonderful treats. Thank you’s to Sasha, her students and The 
Good Neighbor Program for providing the items and pre-sacking them for us! 

Diana led the meeting by first honoring the memory of Grace Harrington with a 
gift to ASTEF. She then told us about our last living founding member Coye Emmons and our hope to honor 
her at a future meeting for her 70 year membership! 

For December we are donating needed gift items to the Spring Branch Famly 
Development center instead of exchanging gifts or an ornament with each oth-
er. Diana and Terri visited the center and then provided print outs of needed 
items for sisters to pick from to bring unwrapped to the December 4th meeting 
at Memorial Drive Christian Church. It will be catered featuring chicken pic-
cata with a cost of $15.

After the meeting, Sasha announced all auction winners and Tabitha helped 
deliver items. Paula was once again our big purchaser! Thank you Paula. A total of $521.00 was made this year.

Sisters in Our Community!
Ta l l o w o o d  B a p t i s t  C h r i s t m a s  P r o g r a m  
By: Jana Gwinn

Hello, DKG Sisters! If you would like to hear some beautiful holiday music, please 
come to our annual Tallowood Christmas Program. This year our choir and orches-
tra are presenting “Gloria” which is a program of traditional and contemporary 
Christmas music and anthems. The program will be on Saturday, December 8 at 
7:00 PM and December 9 at 3:00 or 6:00 PM in our worship center at 555 Tal-
lowood Drive (right across from Memorial Middle School. All performances are 

Julie, Terrie, Lori & Pam

Auction items

Joan and Paula completing treat 
bags

Robin, Mary Ann, Sasha & Paige (guest)

Tallowood Orchestra

https://www.facebook.com/tallowoodbaptist/videos/772361436489378/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/555+Tallowood+Rd,+Houston,+TX+77024/@29.7755494,-95.5545571,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640c4afb05fcf03:0xec54d8a11bb81e8e!8m2!3d29.7755448!4d-95.552363?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/555+Tallowood+Rd,+Houston,+TX+77024/@29.7755494,-95.5545571,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8640c4afb05fcf03:0xec54d8a11bb81e8e!8m2!3d29.7755448!4d-95.552363?hl=en&authuser=0


2018-2020 OFFICERS:
 
President:  
Diana Apsey

1st VP:  
Terrie Cardwell

2nd VP:  
Sasha Johnson

Recording Secretary: 
Jo Ann Arlitt

Corresponding Secretary: 
Pamela Calder

Treasurer:  
Julie Eisenhauer

Parliamentarian: 
Donna Handlin

BIRTHDAYS!
 
DECEMBER
 
3	 Elizabeth Roy  
6	 Ann Brown 
19	 Jana Gwinn 

JANUARY 
 
14	 Kathie Bishop 
27	 Lori Dismukes

S i s t e r s  i n  t h e  N e w s !
Once again our illustrious sister Dr. 
Lorena Zertuche has been recognized. 
This time by the Houston Chronicle  
in an article titled Katy ISD Principal 
Profile: Dr. Lorena Zertuche, Bear 
Creek Elementary dated Wednesday, 
October 3, 2018.

Her school, Bear Creek Elementary, cel-
ebrated its 4oth anniversary in Novem-
ber. As the principal for the past 5 years 
she has led the school and community 
through some difficult times. The article 
focuses on our most recent natural disas-
ter of Harvey and post-flooding in the 
entire community of Bear Creek. 

The author of the article, Michele Ire-
heta, also provides Lorena’s background 
from her arrival here in the U.S. to her 
multiple degrees in education as well as 
her family information. 

The biggest take away is Lorena’s pure 
devotion and dedication to her own fam-
ily, her school family and her determina-
tion to improve everyone’s lives through 
education. Lorena is a true gem of a sis-
ter! Way to go Lorena!!

free of charge.

I have been playing clarinet in our or-
chestra since 2009. Believe it or not, I 
had not picked up my horn in 25 years 
when I joined the orchestra! I loved 
playing when I was in high school and 

at Baylor, and 
being in the 
Tallowood Or-
chestra is such 
a privilege and 
a joy. We have 
around 30 regu-

lar players each week for services. For 
big events (like our Christmas program) 
we hire additional players. We also have 
a 125 voice choir. The orchestra consists 
of professional, music educators and 
regular people like me and my family. 
Being in the music program is a Gwinn 
family affair as my husband, Jim, sings 
in the choir along with my mother-in-
law and sister-in-law. 

With the Tallowood Music Ministry, we 
have taken two overseas mission trips. 
In 2012 we performed all over Brazil 
playing to packed houses of over 2000. 
In 2015 we toured Germany and per-
formed in 6 different cities. In 2019 we 
are planning a tour of South Africa. 

I hope that many of you can come to 
our upcoming “Gloria”! For more in-

formation, go to 
tallowood.org.

Pictured with 
Jana is her clari-
net partner: Tra-
vis Layton. He 
is the principal 

clarinet player and also a structural en-
gineer. 

Tallowood Choir

Images:
All Zeta Tau photos - personal donated; 
all other images from Pixabay Creative 
Commons.
 
Newsletter Editor is Lora Ringler.  
Please send ideas and articles for up-
coming newsletters to: 
 loraringler@yahoo.com

https://www.chron.com/neighborhood/katy/news/article/Katy-ISD-Principal-Profile-Dr-Lorena-Zertuche-13272945.php#photo-16261739
https://www.chron.com/neighborhood/katy/news/article/Katy-ISD-Principal-Profile-Dr-Lorena-Zertuche-13272945.php#photo-16261739
https://www.chron.com/neighborhood/katy/news/article/Katy-ISD-Principal-Profile-Dr-Lorena-Zertuche-13272945.php#photo-16261739
http://www.tallowood.org
https://www.texasworldwar1centennial.org
https://www.texasworldwar1centennial.org
mailto:%20loraringler%40yahoo.com?subject=DKG%20Newsletter

